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Flowers, lovely as the morning’s light. 

Weeds, deadly as the Aconite.” 

This plant, on account of its stately growth and 
the beauty of its blossom, often finds a place in 
the garden, and is a great ornament to our shrub- 
beries, as it will grow under the drip of trees, 
and in places where other plants will not flourish. 
Its native countries are the woody regions of Ger- 
many, France, and Switzerland ; but it has been 
introducedinto'Ecg and many years since, and is 
now found undoubtedly wild in many localities, 
especially on the banks of the river Teme in Here- 
fordshire, and in great abundance by the sides of 
some of the brooks and rivulets in Monmouth- 
shire, by the side of a stream at Ford, Somerset- 
shire, and also in Devonshire and Cornwall. 

Owing to its common cultivation the Monks- 
wood often produces baneful effects on children, 
who unwittingly chew the flowers or leaves, for 
every part of the plant is poisonous, although the 
root is unquestionably the most so. On being 
chewed itfirstexcites a slight sensation of acrimony, 
and afterwards a numbness at the tip of the tongue, 
and a b rning sensation in other parts of the 
mouth, accompanied with shiverings. The juice 
applied to a wound produces very serious symp- 
toms. This plant has had the name of Wolfsbane 
applied to it on account of the fatal effects of the 
root on many of the lower animals. The ancients 
considered this plant to have been invented by 
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